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A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION

brought up almost altogether by his mother. Through
her unselfishness and piety, and the example of his grand-
father, pastor in a neighboring village, Pestalozzi (Fig. 59)

was inspired to relieve
and elevate the degraded
peasantry about him. He
" first turned to the minis-
try as being the best way
to accomplish his phil-
anthropic purpose, and
later took up the study
of law, with the idea of
defending the rights of his
people, but he was not
able to succeed in either
profession. Then, in 1769,
he undertook to demon-
- strate to the peasants
the value of improved
methods of agriculture.
He took up a strip of
waste land at Birr, which

he called Neuhof ("new farm")? but within five years
this experiment also proved a lamentable failure.

Meantime a son had been born to him, whom he had
undertaken to rear upon the basis of the Emik, and the
results, recorded in a Father's Journal, suggested new
ideas and educational principles for the regeneration of
the masses. He began to hold that education did not
consist merely in books and knowledge, and that the chil-
dren of the poor could, by proper training, be taught to
earn their living and at the same time develop their intelli-
gence and moral nature. Hence the failure of his agricul-

FIG. 50.   Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi]